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Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the CTAS electronic library known as e-Li. This online library
is maintained daily by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee county government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
e-Li material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Capitol Blvd. Suite 400
Nashville, TN. 37219
615-532-3555 phone
615-532-3699 fax
ctas@tennessee.edu
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Each county is required to have a health department. The county legislative body of each county may
establish a board of health consisting of the following:
1. The county mayor,
2. The director of schools or his or her designee,
3. Two physicians licensed to practice in Tennessee nominated by the medical society serving that
county,
4. One dentist licensed to practice in Tennessee nominated by the dental society serving that
county,
5. One pharmacist licensed to practice in Tennessee nominated by the pharmaceutical society
serving that county,
6. One registered nurse licensed to practice in Tennessee nominated by the nurses association
serving that county,
7. The county health director and county health officer,
8. At the option of the county legislative body, a doctor of veterinary medicine, and
9. At the option of the county legislative body, a citizen representative who not now nor ever has
been a healthcare provider or the spouse of one.
In the event that a nomination is not timely made, the county legislative body may proceed to elect an
otherwise qualified member. All members must be residents of the county. In the event that the required
members are not available from within the county, the board remains duly constituted. The members who
are not ex officio are appointed by the county legislative body to serve for terms of four years. The county
board of health governs the policies of full-time county health departments, implements state health rules
and regulations through the county health director and/or the county health officer, and adopts rules and
regulations as may be necessary and appropriate to protect the general health and safety of the citizens
of the county. T.C.A. § 68-2-601.
Contiguous counties may by agreement adopted by their respective legislative bodies form a district
health department and have a joint district board of health instead of their own county health departments
and boards of health when such a combination is determined by the Tennessee Commissioner of Health
to be economical. T.C.A. § 68- 2-701. A joint district board of health consists of the county mayor, director
of schools and one licensed physician from each participating county. T.C.A. § 68-2-702.
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