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Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the CTAS electronic library known as e-Li. This online library
is maintained daily by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee county government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
e-Li material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Capitol Blvd. Suite 400
Nashville, TN. 37219
615-532-3555 phone
615-532-3699 fax
ctas@tennessee.edu
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Reference Number: CTAS-578
The legislative body of any county and/or the governing body of any incorporated city or town has the
power to establish and maintain a free public library, give support to any free public library already in
existence, contract with another library for library service for its citizens, or enter into contractual agreements with one or more counties or cities for joint operation of a free public library. T.C.A. § 10-3-101 et
seq. To fund these services a county may levy a property tax or may use funds raised for general county
or municipal purposes. Libraries established under these statutes must be free to all inhabitants of the
county and/or city; the city or county may allow use of the library by those residing outside its territorial
boundaries upon such terms as it may deem proper. T.C.A. § 10-3-107.
If two (2) or more counties have qualified for participation in the state's multicounty regional library program, have been recognized as a region by the State Library and Archives Management Board, and
have made the minimum local appropriation of funds required by the management board, then they may
execute contracts with each other to create a regional library board to administer the library services
within the region. The State Library and Archives Management Board manages regional libraries, whose
employees are employees of the state. After the governing body of a county authorizes participation,
municipalities within the county may also participate in the regional library service as long as the county
participates. Larger single counties may also constitute a region upon recognition by the State Library
and Archives Management Board by executing a contract between the county and one (1) or more cities
within the county. T.C.A. § 10-5-101. The formation and creation of these boards is not mandatory for
any county. T.C.A. § 10-5-101.
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