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Joint Economic and Community Development Board

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the CTAS electronic library known as e-Li. This online library
is maintained daily by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee county government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the contents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
e-Li material.
Sincerely,
The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Capitol Blvd. Suite 400
Nashville, TN. 37219
615-532-3555 phone
615-532-3699 fax
ctas@tennessee.edu
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Joint Economic and Community Development Board
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In addition to the coordinating committee that is formed to formulate a growth plan and any amendments
to it, the law requires a board with representatives from both public and private segments of the community to engage in long-term planning and maintain communication among the various interest groups.
Composition. The final makeup of each board is to be established by interlocal agreement, but at a minimum must include the county mayor, the mayor or city manager of each city in the county (in a county
with multiple cities, the smaller cities may rotate for representation, according to interlocal agreement),
and an owner of greenbelt property. A county or city mayor or city manager may designate an alternative representative on the board and its executive committee so long as the alternative has experience or
education in administration, economic or community development, or planning and be able to speak for
the represented official.
Executive Committee. The executive committee is to be selected by the entire board but must consist of
at least the county mayor and the mayors of the larger municipalities.
Term of Office. The terms are to be determined by interlocal agreement, with a maximum of four (4)
years; all terms must be staggered except for those of elected officials, whose terms of service on the
board coincide with their terms of office.
Meetings. The full board must meet a minimum of four (4) times a year, and the executive committee
must also meet at least four (4) times annually with an executive committee meeting occurring at least
once in each calendar quarter. Both bodies are subject to the open meetings law and are required to
keep minutes and attendance.
Funding. Costs are shared jointly among participating governments according to a statutory formula
based upon population. The board may accept donations and grants. It must adopt a budget by April 1
each year; if a participating government does not contribute its share, the board may establish sanctions.
Before applying for any state grant, local governments must certify their compliance with these provisions.
Exception. If a county has previously formed a similar agency, it may apply to the local government planning advisory committee for an exception to these provisions.
Donation of Funds. A joint economic and community development board is authorized to transfer or donate funds that it has received from participating governments and outside sources to other public or
non-profit entities within the county to be used for economic or industrial development purposes. T.C.A.
§ 6-58-114.
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