
Published on e-Li (http://ctas-eli.ctas.tennessee.edu) November 25, 2020

Promotion of Voter Participation

Dear Reader:
The following document was created from the CTAS electronic library known as e-Li. This online library
is maintained daily by CTAS staff and seeks to represent the most current information regarding issues
relative to Tennessee county government.
We hope this information will be useful to you; reference to it will assist you with many of the questions
that will arise in your tenure with county government. However, the Tennessee Code Annotated and other
relevant laws or regulations should always be consulted before any action is taken based upon the con-
tents of this document.
Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or comments regarding this information or any other
e-Li material.

Sincerely,

The University of Tennessee
County Technical Assistance Service
226 Capitol Blvd. Suite 400
Nashville, TN. 37219
615-532-3555 phone
615-532-3699 fax
ctas@tennessee.edu
www.ctas.tennessee.edu
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Reference Number: CTAS-855
Promotion of Voter Participation

The county election commission is charged with the general duty of encouraging wider participation in
the electoral process. Generally these duties involve the selection of the administrator of elections and
then assistance with the following responsibilities of that office: approving an annual budget for the com-
mission, approving purchases of voting machines and seeing to their maintenance, hiring legal counsel,
designating polling places and precinct boundaries, and assisting in obtaining poll workers. Additionally,
the commission must ensure the fairness and smooth functioning of elections by certifying voting ma-
chines, taking responsibility for absentee ballot boxes, assisting election personnel on election day, cer-
tifying election results and election expenses, determining a uniform time for the opening of polls, and
maintaining the security of the election commission office and facilities. T.C.A. § 2-12- 116.
At least quarterly, during a county election commission meeting, a county election commission member
of the majority and the minority party shall inspect random voter registration forms accepted by the county
election commission since the previous inspection. T.C.A. § 2-2-120. If a deficiency is found, the deficien-
cy must be recorded and a written report must be prepared including the name of the administrator at
the time the voter registration form was filed, the nature of the deficiency, and whether the individual has
voted since the deficient form was filed and accepted. The report must be filed with the state coordinator
of elections. If a significant number of deficient voter registration forms are discovered, then the adminis-
trator of elections may be subject to discipline by the state election commission or may be terminated by
the county election commission. T.C.A. § 2-2-120.
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